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Carolyn Pearce : Home Sweet Home: An Embroidered Workbox  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Home Sweet Home: An Embroidered Workbox: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fantastic ProjectBy Sandra DavisI have been wanting this book for a 
long time and finally found a great copy at agreat price thanks to , my go to place for out of print books. The project 
featured in the book is awesome and I'm looking forward to gathering the supplies and making it this coming winter. I 
poured over it and I am confident I can do it. I already make handmade books (good skills for the construction) and 
embroider so I think anyone with intermediate skills can accomplish it. The instructions appear clear enough someone 
with basic embroidery skills could make it, however I have not tackled it yet because I wait until the long dreary days 
of winter to start and work on projects that will take some time to finish.2 of 2 people found the following review 
helpful. Excellent book. Well writtenBy Deborah Ann TurmanExcellent book. Well written. The floss she used are 
beautiful but somewhat difficult to find.I had to send away to Australia for some. But one can choose substitutes even 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0980876702


though youwill need to do some research and study and planning. All in all, it is a lovely book and theend results are 
gorgeous!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Norman M. TaftSuch a beautiful pattern.

This charming English Cottage, beautifully decorated with a garden of stitches, opens to reveal nine gorgeous 
accessories and includes storage for all your notions. The HSH work box has become a treasured heirloom and 
valuable accompaniment for every stitching project. Home Sweet Home has captured the imagination of stitchers the 
world over and features detailed instructions for the embroidery and construction for the workbox and each of the nine 
accessories, as well as over 100 step-by-step photographs. "It's quite the fascinating book - and such a lovely, fun 
project! I don't really have any cons to list for the book. It does what it sets out to do, well and beautifully." Needle 'n 
Thread

July 12 I like anything different and this is just that. Make an embroidered workbox to treasure for a lifetime. The 
country cottage style workbox has a lift out tray and nine needlework accessories for you to make. This is the most 
beautiful embroidered workbox you could wish to own. Instructions are included for an emery block, a needle book, 
pincushion, scissor keep, spool holder, tape measure cover, thimble holder, thread counter and thread cutter cover. 
Each one is lovingly embroidered with country scenes. The instructions are detailed with excellent photography. 
Templates are included. Treat yourself to something different. Karen Platt Yarnsandfabrics.co.uk/crafts November 
2017 Back in 2011, a lovely needlework book called Home Sweet Home hit the market. The book featured step-by-
step instructions for stitching a charming, fun, and rather vast embroidery project - an embroidered workbox with all 
the accessories. Understandably, it wasn't long before the book was sold up and out of print. And people have been 
pining for it ever since. Well, there's good news! Home Sweet Home is back in print, better than ever, and ready to 
assist you to create your own workbox masterpiece! What I like best about home Sweet Home - besides the fact that 
the cottage and all the accessories therein are so very charming - is that it teaches you how to make stuff. The 
construction of the box, the pincushions, the fobs, all the embroidery accessories - it's all detailed in the book. So for 
stitchers who have yearned for different ways of finishing up stitched items, it's a treasure trove of good ideas and 
good instruction! http://www.needlenthread.com/2016/11/home-sweet-home-a-give-away.html Mary Corbet's Needle 
'n Thread Embroidered boxes fascinate me. And I suppose this isn't a unique fascination - plenty of other people have 
been fascinated by the embroidered box over the centuries! Carolyn Pearce, in her new book titled Home Sweet 
Home: An Embroidered Workbox, creates a charming embroidered workbox that is not only lovely to behold, but 
functional (and fun!) as well. Today, I'd like to show you the book and share my impressions of it with you. If you 
love embellishment, embroidered boxes, and enticing needlework accessories, I think you're going to like this book! 
Home Sweet Home is published by Country Bumpkin, the publishers of Inspirations Magazine as well as the A-Z 
Series of needlework books (as well as lots of other beautiful needlework books). Typical of Country Bumpkin's 
books, Home Sweet Home is a combination of excellent instruction (step-by-step, with plenty of photos along the 
way) and delightful "eye candy." Even if you weren't out to learn from this book, you couldn't help enjoying it just for 
the beautiful scenery! But the book is all about learning - and if you're going to learn, it's always more pleasurable to 
do so in beautiful surroundings, right? The book is a project book, and while it concentrates on a specific project - this 
captivating cottage workbox outfitted with nine different needlework accessories, each of which could stand alone as a 
needlework exercise - the book covers so many techniques both in embroidery and finishing, that it is instructive and 
very worthwhile, even if you aren't planning on making this particular workbox. The techniques can be applied to 
myriad other projects - and that's what I like about this type of project book. While it may seem to be teaching you to 
make only one thing (or in this case, 10 specific, related things), it's really teaching you much more! The concepts 
covered in the book can be applied to all kinds of needlework endeavors. The book begins with the Needful 
Information for creating the cottage, including the basic information on supplies and preparation for stitching. In this 
section, there's information on transferring the designs and general information about embroidering the box and 
constructing it. This is the overview of the project - the details come later. Then, we get to the specifics - stitches 
threads! Oh wow! Talk about variety! There are 55 stitches on the list for the box. There are 21 different types of 
thread, working out to 63 skeins overall. And of course, there are diverse beads and sequins in the line-up, too! All of 
these elements work together to create the abundant details that make the house box so charming. Then, we get to the 
nitty gritty - the instruction. Breaking the house down into its different parts, the author walks the stitcher carefully 
around the house, one panel at a time, teaching all the elements of embroidery and embellishment that decorate each 
side of the house. She follows a specific order of work, with each type of stitchery and embroidered element 
diagramed and explained. Each side of the house is different! And the techniques that make up each side of the house 
are different, too. The whole house is like a cornucopia of variety, color, and fun technique. There's no chance (none, I 
tell you!) of finding yourself bored with this project! I love this little orange tree, with its fruit-filled basket beneath, 
the oversized bee, the various charms that accent it and add life to the scene. Sweet! The author breaks down each 
scene on the box, making it into its own little sub-project. Threads and techniques are listed, followed by instruction in 
a specific order of stitching. I appreciate this clear, logical layout. And the whole book is arranged this way, including 



each of the accessories projects. This side of the house is my favorite. I think it's the snail - though it might be the 
peas. Or the ladybug. Or the gecko! Oh - yes, it's the gecko! Imagine making the whole house workbox and having it 
on display in your home! People would be completely besotted by it. You can't help wanting to turn it around and 
around and study all the little details! After all the embroidery is complete for the box, it's time to get into the actual 
construction of it. Here, you will not be disappointed! We can't forget the accessories! There are nine stitching 
accessories covered in the book: an emery block, a needlebook, a pincushion, a scissor keep, a spool holder, a tape 
measure cover, a thimble holder, a beaded thread counter, and a cover for a thread cutter. Each accessory project 
unfolds in the same manner as the box: requirements, order of stitching and complete instruction, and then finishing 
work. As I mentioned way up there somewhere, each accessory is a stand-alone project. Being quite a bit smaller than 
the box itself, they require fewer materials and they work up a lot faster. They would make gorgeous gifts! Finally, 
there are two elements in the back of the book that are particularly handy. The first is the stitch dictionary. Not every 
stitch in the book is covered here - just the more obscure stitches and techniques. At the beginning of the book, the 
author suggests, if you are not familiar with the more basic stitches, having access to a good stitch dictionary (like the 
A-Z of Embroidery Stitches - I've reviewed the second A-Z of Embroidery Stitches here, if you're not familiar with the 
series). The stitch dictionary in Home Sweet Home is presented in step-by-step photos, with little hints and tips for 
getting each technique right. With a series of clear diagrams and explanations, Carolyn shows you how to make your 
work into a box and how to construct the lift-out tray that goes inside the box. If you've got a hankering for making an 
embroidered box, this part of the book is invaluable whether you're making this particular box or not. There's good 
information in here on construction. Full review: http://www.needlenthread.com/2011/11/home-sweet-home-an-
embroidered-workbox.html Mary Corbet's Needle 'n ThreadAbout the AuthorCarolyn Pearce has always been 
fascinated by fabrics, laces, threads and buttons. She learned to embroider 'properly' in the 1980s and was hooked. 
Describing herself as a 'frustrated artist', Carolyn uses her threads as a paint box. Her favourite technique is always the 
one she is working on now and her 'other love' - the garden - provides constant inspiration for her needlework. Carolyn 
has a BA Dip. Ed. and her teaching and writing skills are put to good use in workshops throughout Australia. She is 
also the convenor for the course in Silk Ribbon Embroidery at the Embroiderers' Guild of New South Wales. 


